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INTRODUCTION
“Knowledge is power. and ignorance the hindrance to progress and development” .Many a person have missed great opportunities in life or have met unfortunate fates simply because of the lack of  knowledge. 
Life is made up of decisions and at every point in an individual’s life he or she has to make decision that inevitably affects his or her future. 

Research has proven that, in the development of mankind, there are key stages where crucial and life impacting decisions must be taken. 
One of these stage is the “late teenage- to- young-adult” period.  It is at this stage we find majority of our youth. Especially Senior Highs School students. 

At this stage many of them make life time friends, decision about their future careers, education, relationship and spirituality. It is also at this stage that many of them explore new activities 
Knowing the future implication of these decisions and the difference a little knowledge can make in the lives of these students,  Nut shell Care Foundation, as part of its objectives and in pursuant of its work of empowering the youth to achieve total and holistic development proposes to organize a seminar Two selected SHS in the Teshie Nungua vicinity.
This vicinity was chosen as a result of the fact that, we believe strongly that charity begins at home. 

This seminar is to offer for these students an opportunity to hear from seasoned and well experienced individuals about the impact and the effect of the decision they make in their lives at this stage.
Thank you 
PROFILE OF ORGANIZERS
Nutshell Care Foundation (NCF) is Non Governmental Organization that seeks to promote the general wellbeing and the development of the human being, using appropriate structures and means. Located in Ghana, we seek to practically and effectively initiate, implement and enhance programmes and activities that would in the long run go to benefit the communities that we choose to work with and in.
Our activities are governed by the following principles individual participation involvement practicality and sustainability. Nutshell Care Foundation born out of a strong passion and a desire to see to a change in the lives of Ghanaians and the needy as a whole. We seek to implement make a relevant difference in the lives of people in the communities we work in. including the youth especial the girls, needy, unemployed and. 
Our focus would be in aiding and working together to promote Good education, training and resources.  We are not giving a voice t the poor; because we believe the poor have voices, we are making sure their voices are heard. We are not giving resources to communities to develop, because we believe each community has its unique resources to develop. All we are doing is create the enabling environment for these resources to be appreciated, and utilized.
Incorporated in 2007 we seek to be the most life impacting and practical NGO in Ghana within the next 10 years. This has necessitated the development of a 10 year strategic plan.

In Summary we seek developmental and human change in every community.

OUR MISSION

"To consciously target key yet pressing challenges facing various communities in Ghana, and develop practical, efficient and relevant solutions to these challenges. This we do through the development of relevant and appropriate sustainable projects, advocacy, education, trainings, and infrastructural development. To in the long term, protect and restore the quality of human life and development
PROJECT
The Crucial Decision is a one day seminar with the objective of providing for the students an opportunity to hear from individuals and resource persons in various fields and scope of life. The seminar would tackle the various facets of life of the student and provide them with the necessary knowledge in making crucial decisions that would affect their future. 
NCF believes that if an individual is well informed and forearmed, he or she would be in a better position to tackle any situation or obstacles that would present itself. 

The objectives of this seminar include;

· To educate and inform the students on the diverse opportunities available to him or her after school.

· Leading to the making of inform choices

· Sensitize the students on the various challenges that they face  and how to handle them
· Provide for them an opportunity to meet and ask questions from experienced resources person. 
The following topics have been chosen and NCF believes they are most appropriate to the success of our objectives and go a long way in totally covering the various facets of live of the SHS student. 
· Why should I continue to a tertiary education

· What do I do if I am unable to continue my education

· Relationship now! How would it affect my future

· Building self confidence  
SUMMARY OF TOPICS 

WHY SHOULD I CONTINUE TO A TERTIARY EDUCATION- 

This topic would tackle the crucial reasons and advantages of continuing ones education. The course that are best for each individual by virtue of his SHS course or his or her Life expectations. The speaker would seek to encourage and inspire the students to believe they can make it to a tertiary institute and to pursue that dream. It would also enlighten the students on the various Tertiary institutes available to them. Included in treating this topic would be how to choose a particular tertiary institute and why one should go to Institute A and not institute B. It would also seek to encourage the students on the necessity to learn hard if they are to make it to the tertiary institute and any other information the Resource person deems fit.  
WHAT DO I DO IF I AM UNABLE TO CONTINUE MY EDUCATION 
This topic would discuss the realities of the fact that it’s not every individual who may have the chance to continue his or her education.  Here, the speaker would touch on all the available opportunities available to the individual in the open market. The learning of commercial skills such as sewing carpentry etc. It would also it discuss how the individual can start something on his or her own. The involvement of the individual in an activity such as at a Church or an Ngo. Etc. The basic aim of this topic is to create an awareness in the minds of the students that all is not lost should they not be able to continue their school and to dissociate in their minds from the usual situation where many of them turn to stealing, loitering and premarital sex because they are unable to continue their education. It should show to them practical and examples of many individuals who never went to or were thrown out of tertiary institutes but today are great persons E.g Bill Gates, Dr. Mensah Otabil  etc. 

RELATIONSHIP NOW- ! HOW WILL IT AFFECT MY FUTURE
This topic would tackle the prevailing problem of many of the youth getting engaged in uninformed relationships. The topic would touch on what makes one move into a relationship, the advantages or disadvantages and the results of the relationship. It would also touch on how to come out of a wrong relationship. The objective of this topic is to present to the students, a fair and balanced look at youthful relationships and its consequences. 
BUILDING SELF CONFIDENCE
It is proven fact that many people have, for the lack of confidence lost great opportunities in this life. This topic would tackle the issue of self esteem and the reason why people lack self confidence. It would look at ways of developing self confidence without having to wear “baggy jeans or show your stomach” What true self confidence is and how to stand against peer pressure. It would also seek to encourage students to be bold and to learn to take action and chart new courses in their lives. To be explorative and daring. 

SPEAKERS:

For The Success of this seminar NCF has brought together four main experts and speakers to constructively and practically tackle the Topics.
Mrs. Edem Yankson:
Unique Trust Insurance
Mr. Jojo Mante

Net Afrique Ghana 

Mr. Joseph Narnor

Nutshell Care Foundation

Mr. William Frempong 

Executive Director Club Inspiration Ghana 
NEED FOR THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION 

The organizers would be most appreciative if the total SHS student population would be given the permission to be a part of this project

They would also need a location preferably in the school, most appropriately the Assembly Hall.

CONCLUSION

It is our hope that we would be given this opportunity to successfully undertake this project that would go a long way to enhance not only the image of the  student  but that of the school and along the line, the nation. 

Thank you 

PROPOSED PROGRAMME LINE UP
CRUCIAL DECISION
DATE: Saturday February 23rd, 2008
VENUE:  Assembly Hall
TIME:  10 am- 12  & 2pm – 4pm
· Opening prayer
· Purpose of gathering
· Introduction. of Resource Persons
· First presentation- educational opportunities
· Second presentation- private sector
· Brief on NCF
· Third presentation
· Final presentation
· Presentation of NCF best student package 
· Questions
· Closing remark
· Closing prayer
